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THE PROGRESS OF INDUSTRIALISM

Though the whole globe has felt the transforming influence
of industrialism, its immediate effects have been limited to a
comparatively small part of the earth's surface. The indus-
trialized portion of Europe lies mainly in the north-west and
includes about one-sixteenth of the whole area. Great Britain,
France, Belgium, and Germany are the European industrialized
countries. Outside Europe practically the only industrialized
country is the United States. The rest of the world has re-
mained predominantly agrarian. But it has experienced the
effects of industrialism in two ways, one direct, the other
indirect. In nearly every agricultural country, manufacturing
industry has established itself to a certain extent, though never
to such a degree as to withdraw any substantial proportion of
the working population from agriculture. This is the direct
effect. But the indirect effect is still more important, The
economic activity of the agricultural countries has received a
new orientation. Formerly their main task was to produce the
necessities required for their own populations. Trade played a
relatively unimportant part in their economy. It was concerned
chiefly with luxuries imported for the rich. But when the
industrialized countries ceased to produce food and raw mate-
rials for themselves, they had to draw them from the agrarian
countries, sending manufactured goods in return. The econo-
mic relations between the nations were completely transformed.
In place of a number of roughly self-sufficing national econo-
mies, there grew up a single world economy, with an inter-
national division of labour, in which the most backward
agricultural countries had their place.

Each climate needs what other climes produce,
And offers something to the general use;
No land but listens to the common call,
And in return receives supply from all.1

It was in this way that the Industrial Revolution, though
limited in its immediate consequences to a few countries, had

1 Cowper.